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Delhi Holds Prominence in Indian Historiography

Mrinaal Pingua*

Indian historiography, a field that documents and interprets the nation’s vast and 
diverse past, often places significant emphasis on certain regions over others. Among 
these, Delhi, the capital city of India, occupies a central position. The prominence of 
Delhi in Indian historiography is no coincidence—it reflects the city’s historical, political, 
and cultural centrality over centuries. However, this focus has often drawn criticism for 
overshadowing the histories of other equally significant regions of the subcontinent. This 
article explores the reasons behind the prominence of Delhi in Indian historiography, the 
consequences of this regional imbalance, and the efforts to address this bias.

The Centrality of Delhi in Indian History

1. Strategic Geographical Location
Delhi’s location on the fertile plains of the Yamuna River has historically made it 

a hub for trade, communication, and administration. As a gateway to the rich Gangetic 
plains and northern India, it became a strategic base for rulers aiming to control the 
subcontinent. The city’s geographic advantages naturally attracted dynasties and empires, 
ensuring its continuous prominence.

2. Delhi as the Seat of Power
Delhi’s significance in Indian historiography stems largely from its role as the 

political capital for many of India’s major empires and colonial rulers.

•	 Medieval Period:
Delhi gained prominence as the capital of the Delhi Sultanate (1206–1526) and the 

Mughal Empire (1526–1857). Rulers like Alauddin Khalji and Akbar chose Delhi not 
only for its strategic location but also for its symbolic power as the heart of the empire. 
Major historical developments, including invasions, court politics, and architectural 
advancements, were centered in Delhi.

•	 Colonial Era: 
The British made Delhi the capital of British India in 1911, moving it from Calcutta. 
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