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Abstract

As a second language (ESL) learner, this research paper looks at how important strategies
for being polite are for developing sociolinguistic competence. This study examines various
empirical studies, classroom observations, and theoretical frameworks to determine how
understanding and adhering to politeness rules influences students’ ability to speak clearly
in different social situations. Along with training in cultural awareness, the results show that
teaching specific politeness techniques makes ESL students much better at using language in
real life, which mabkes it easier for them to fit in with English-speaking groups. Furthermore,
this paper proposes a method for incorporating politeness instruction into ESL programs.
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Introduction

One important part of developing sociolinguistic skills for students learning English
as a Second Language (ESL) is being polite. Better English skills are becoming more
important for non-native speakers who want to interact across cultures as the world
becomes more connected. Many language learners focus on improving their grammar
and vocabulary, but having the ability to communicate effectively takes more than just
knowing the rules of the language. Efficient and nuanced communication requires
knowing how to deal with social rules, expressing oneself correctly, and changing one’s
language depending on the situation and the relationship with the listener.

Understand and use politeness tactics to make interactions go more smoothly, lower
the risk of misunderstandings, and help build positive social relationships. Learning these
techniques can be challenging for ESL students because they often come from different
cultural backgrounds with different rules about how to be polite. Speaking nicely isn’t
enough; you also need to understand things like tone, context, power relations, and
interpersonal distance, which can be very different from one culture to the next.
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