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Abstract

Inrecentyears, cultural knowledge has significantly contributed to the expansion
of English as a Second Language (ESL) programs. Language reveals religion,
lifestyle, and identity, not just how people communicate. This paper looks at how
including cultural information in ESL lessons can make learning the language
much easier and make the classroom more welcoming for everyone. The study
looks at how cultural awareness affects teaching languages. It thinks that
knowing the cultural backgrounds of students can help them learn better and
more deeply. This study supports a culturally responsive approach to developing
ESL curriculum by looking at different theory frameworks, empirical studies,
and real-life cases. The results show that cultural sensitivity and cross-cultural
understanding are important for dealing with the different backgrounds of ESL
students, as they make them more interested in the material and better able to
connect to it. In the end, this paper shows how important it is for teachers to
include cultural knowledge in their lessons. This will help create a safe space
that values and respects each student’s unique cultural background, which will
lead to a more complete approach to language learning that goes beyond just
learning grammar and vocabulary.
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Introduction

The field of Second Language Acquisition (SLA) generally views the complex
relationship between language and culture as a crucial component of successful learning.
Language is not just a way to talk to each other; it is also a powerful way to transfer
traditional values, beliefs, and practices, which shapes how people think and act in
social situations (Kramsch, 1998). Understanding this connection between language and
society is essential for people who are learning English as a Second Language (ESL), as
it can have a big effect on their ability to communicate, understand, and fit in with others.
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