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ABSTRACT
Advocating for comprehensive legislation for domestic workers in India. Such 
incidents involving women and children are regularly reported. With no rights, 
most of them have become contemporary slaves. Many of them are trafficked 
and exploited by the placement agencies, which operate without any form of 
State regulations. In the last few decades there has been a tremendous growth 
in the demand for domestic workers. To meet this demand there has been a spurt 
of thousands of placement agencies providing domestic workers. The feeble 
master-servant relationship leads to low wages, sexual abuse, cruelty and ill-
treatment of domestic workers. Employment of children as domestic workers is 
another serious issue. Individuals belonging to the lower strata of the society 
are forced to domestic work on account of their financial backwardness. The 
governing authority has always turned blind eye towards the welfare of this 
unorganised sector. The stray incidents of judicial intervention are the only ray 
of hope. A comprehensive legislation is the need of the hour.
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INTRODUCTION:
Domestic workers are the largest unorganised working class in India1. Majority of 

them belongs to Schedule Caste, Schedule Tribe or Other Backward Community. Most 

1	  Nicola C. Armacost, “Domestic Workers in India: A Case for Legislative Action” 36 
(1) JILI 53-63 (1994)
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